
 

Georgia Every Student Counts  
Frequently Asked Questions…and Answers! 

 

1.  What will be done with the data I submit?  The task force will compile all data from across 

the state to create an aggregate report based on the data points that are collected. School 

districts, GASN members, state agencies, and legislative individuals will receive the data 

as deemed necessary by GASN and the Every Student Counts Task Force.  No 

individual school or district information will be distributed or identifiable. Your individual 

information will only be available to the data task force members. It will be kept confidential 

within the data task force group.   

2. If there is a district with partial involvement (a couple of schools are willing to submit, but 
not all) can partial data be submitted for that district? , We will accept any of the data a 
school/school district submits if it complies with the criteria. In other words, we will accept 
any data you have that matches the survey questions. 

 
3. Can a district submit workforce data and chronic illness data even if they don’t have 

disposition data? Yes, a district can submit whatever data they have as long as it 
accurately answers the survey question(s). 

 
4. I don’t have a computerized health system, so how do I collect data?  We refer to it as 

“bean counting.”  Simply manually tally up the totals for each data point.  It might be 

helpful to do so each week or month so that there is not as much to count at the end of the 

year. If you are comfortable using Excel, use a spreadsheet and enter the numbers.  

NOTE: It will be helpful to create a basic template to share with your nurses. If you cannot 

create a template, simply keep manual running totals for each data point. If you need 

further assistance, please contact your Regional Data Coach. *See attached map. 

 

5. I have a computerized health system that I am not entering health office visits in or I have 

never generated any reports from the information that I am entering.  How do I get 

started?  We will provide contact persons who can assist you.  Contact your Regional Data 

Coach for assistance. *See attached map. 

 

6. Our district doesn’t employ the nurses, they are employed by another agency (i.e. health 

department, local hospital). Can I still submit data? Absolutely!!!  This is school health 

information and data on student visits, chronic illnesses and staffing. We are trying to give 

a representation of the school health, school health needs and staffing models in our state.  

 

7. This is going to take too much extra time in my busy schedule. Why is school health data 

collection important? The more schools/districts that report, the more powerful our 

aggregate numbers are and the more we accurately represent the practice of school 

nursing in Georgia. Last year, the data collected from the previous school year was shared 

with our state legislatures which was instrumental in preventing them from reducing the 

school nurse funding. It is hard to tell a story without accurate data. Data adds value to our 

story and makes it concrete/objective and not just subjective.    

 



 
8. Do I have to be concerned about FERPA or HIPPA guidelines when I share my school 

data?  No, because none of the data you submit will have any student or school 

identifiable information attached to it. All data will be reported in aggregate totals.  *Please 

see the survey questions and data points.  However, it is recommended that you inform 

your administration prior to submitting data.    

9.  Can I submit my date before the June 4th first cutoff date?  Yes. You may submit at any 

point after you conclude your school year and data compilation and after the survey is 

posted. The final deadline is Monday, September 9, 2019.   

 

10. Are there forms available for collecting data?  Yes, we can share existing forms for daily 

documentation as well as an existing Excel spreadsheet used to calculate and compile the 

data. Contact your data coach to relay what type of form you need.   

 

11. We have contract nurses as part of our nursing personnel hired to provide one on one 

nursing.  Do we include that/those nurses in our work force numbers?  Yes. Questions 

within the Workforce section of the survey will clearly ask about the various types of 

workforce, including one-on-one nurses. 

 

12. How do we know which students to include in the Chronic Illness section of the survey? 

What is meant by a ‘provider documented diagnosis? Anything that is current (within a 

year) from a medical provider that documents the student’s chronic condition (including 

asthma, seizure disorder, life threatening allergies, and/or diabetes) should be considered.  

This can be a medication sheet signed by the provider, a health plan signed by the 

provider, a prescription pad note, etc.  What cannot count is documentation that is only 

“Parent Written/Provided”. 

 

13. Is the Every Student Counts Data Collection webinar available for viewing after the live 

production?  Yes.  Check these links to find the webinar.   

 

14. Do we count the care we provide to school staff?  Not right now.  That is not one of our 

current data points. However, it is still a good idea to collect for your own use and 

documentation.   

 

15. September 8th falls on a Sunday.  Will that still be the final submission deadline? No, we 

have moved the final deadline to Monday, September 9, 2019.  

 

16. I do not have an electronic platform to record my clinic visits.  Can I still submit my 

manually collected data into the survey?  Yes—absolutely!!!  We want any and all data 

that accurately answers the survey questions, no matter how the individual 

schools/districts recorded their documentation.   

 

17. How do I find my data coach and her contact information?  See the data coach map that is 

divided geographically according to DOE RESA districts.  If you are a private school, 

simply look for your county on the map and your corresponding data coach.    


